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however, a graver constitutional objection If you are going to put the Fede-
ration into operation, you cannot do it by a patch-work system, and you cannot
work on a piecemeal basis If the Federation is to come into operation, it
should be a full, complete, all-absorbing Federation, which will leave no
room for doubt or difficulty You cannot make arrangements for a sort of par-
tial Federation. If the Federation is to be brought about, moreover, it must
be in conformity with the general principles which underlie all such fede-
rations. Moreover, does Mahatma Gandhi feel certain that, even if we have
a minimum scheme, the Indian States are going to agree to that^

MR. GANDHI:    That  is   the   crux of my scheme.
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LONDON,
[October 15, 193 If-

FELLOW  STUDENTS,

I have been speaking to people on all sorts of things, but
principally on the mission that has brought me here and by this
time you know by heart what I have to say in connection with my
mission. I had not intended to speak to you on any special
subject. So I said to myself* Perhaps I shall best utilize our time in
answering questions instead of wasting it by a set address.

You may put me any question you like. If I do not know
the subject on which you ask me, I shall frankly confess my igno-
rance. Barring that, you will not embarrass me. It will be an act
of courtesy on your part if you are frank towards me. I have
addressed you as "Fellow Students". It is not a formula. I
regard myself essentially as a student and if you are wise, as I
am (Laughter), in afterlife you will regard yourselves as students.

Throughout my varied experiences of life, I have come to the
conclusion that our student life commences after we leave our
Colleges and Universities and Law Chambers where we are
supposed to be studying tied down to our studies with the key
to our knowledge and, when we leave these premises, we practi-

1 The meeting was held at the International Students' Movement House,
Russell Square   About 200 students hailing from all  parts of the world were
present.

2 The date is according to Mahadev Desai's Diary.